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Abstract

JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology announced a strategic partnership with the MidSouth Computational Biology and
Bioinformatics Society (MCBIOS) in late 2025; this partnership establishes JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology as the
official journal of MCBIOS. This collaboration reflects a shared commitment to advancing computational biology, bioinfor-
matics, and biotechnology through open science, interdisciplinary collaboration, and real-world data. By connecting MCBIOS’
community-building and professional development initiatives with JMIR Publications’ open-access publishing platform, this
partnership aims to support emerging researchers, accelerate the dissemination of innovative computational methods and
artificial intelligence applications, and strengthen data-driven research across medicine and biology.
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In late 2025, JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology
announced a new strategic partnership with the Mid-
South Computational Biology and Bioinformatics Society
(MCBIOS), under which it will serve as the official journal
of MCBIOS. This collaboration represents a shared commit-
ment to advancing computational biology, bioinformatics,
and biotechnology through open science, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and real-world data.

MCBIOS is dedicated to advancing the fields of com-
putational biology and bioinformatics by fostering collab-
oration, networking, and professional development among
scientists, educators, and trainees. The society promotes
interdisciplinary research, supports educational initiatives,
and provides opportunities—particularly for trainees and
early-career researchers to engage with peers and leaders
in the field. Through annual conferences and community
outreach, MCBIOS works to enhance scientific knowledge,
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encourage innovation, and contribute to solving complex
biomedical questions [1].

The vision of JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology
is to promote high-quality, interdisciplinary research at
the intersection of bioinformatics, computational biology,
biotechnology and artificial intelligence (AI). The journal
aims to provide an open-access platform for innovative
computational methods, data-driven biological discoveries,
and translational applications that bridge algorithm devel-
opment with real-world biomedical questions. Emphasizing
collaboration among bioinformaticians, biologists, clinicians,
and data scientists, the journal seeks to foster rigorous,
reproducible research that leverages emerging technologies
such as Al, machine learning, and big data analytics to
accelerate scientific progress and translational impact in the
life sciences and medicine.
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The partnership between MCBIOS and JMIR Bioinfor-
matics and Biotechnology is well-timed within today’s
scientific and academic landscape for several key reasons.
First, computational biology and bioinformatics have entered
a phase defined by large-scale data generation, Al, and
translational research. Second, aligning a scientific soci-
ety that fosters community, mentorship, and scholarship
with a global, open-access journal amplifies both visibility
and impact. Furthermore, in an era where rapid dissemina-
tion and interdisciplinary collaboration have become key
components in research, this partnership creates a stream-
lined pathway from conference presentation and networking
to peer-reviewed publication in a journal that prioritizes
accessibility and methodological innovation. Together, these
organizations will support emerging scholars and strengthen
open, collaborative, and Al-enabled data science.

Strengthening a Community at
the Intersection of Bioinformatics,
Biotechnology, and Al

MCBIOS has long served as a vibrant forum for aca-
demic researchers, industry scientists and trainees work-
ing across computational biology, bioinformatics, systems
biology, machine learning, medicine and data science. This
partnership offers not only a conference or a journal
to showcase research, but also an integrated professional
ecosystem that amplifies visibility, supports career devel-
opment, and fosters innovation—making participation both
professionally valuable and intellectually impactful. As part
of this partnership, JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology
will work closely with MCBIOS leadership to support the
society’s mission through:

 Official society journal designation: Being the
official journal of MCBIOS reinforces JMIR Bioinfor-
matics and Biotechnology’s credibility in the pub-
lishing landscape wherein researchers must identify
trusted journals. This designation will provide quality,
community oversight, and alignment with the inter-
disciplinary standards of computational biology and
bioinformatics, giving authors confidence that their
work will reach the right audience.

* Annual conference-linked theme issues: By publish-
ing issues connected to MCBIOS annual meetings,
JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology will help
capture emerging trends and high-impact research
that might otherwise remain limited to conference
presentations. This addresses the challenge of slow
publication process and provides authors, especially
early-career researchers, a pathway from presentation to
peer-reviewed publication, increasing the visibility and
impact of their work in a timely manner.

* Publishing benefits for MCBIOS members:
Discounted article processing fees in reducing financial
barriers to open access publishing, addressing a major
concern for researchers.

* Education and capacity building: Through educa-
tional and career development webinars, and resources
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on peer review, publishing ethics, and research
dissemination, JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology
and MCBIOS aim to address a gap in formal education
on modern publishing practices.

These initiatives are designed to amplify the visibility and
impact of work emerging from the MCBIOS community,
while welcoming impactful contributions from the broader
global research ecosystem to the JMIR Bioinformatics and
Biotechnology .

A Shared Focus: From
Computational Methods to
Meaningful Clinical Impact

MCBIOS and JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology share
a vision of advancing interdisciplinary data-driven research
with clinical impact through -collaboration, transparency,
and open dissemination. Both partners are committed to
fostering innovation at the intersection of bioinformatics,
computational biology, biotechnology and AI while sup-
porting emerging investigators and strengthening research
communities. Together, MCBIOS and JMIR Bioinformatics
and Biotechnology aim to provide a scholarly home for
research that not only advances methods and technologies but
also demonstrates meaningful applications across biomedical,
clinical, population health, and AI contexts. For example,
machine learning tools that improve early disease detection
or risk stratification, computational approaches that predict
drug response, or real-world data analyses that evaluate the
viability of computational tools in clinical settings.

We invite submissions that address, but are not limited to:

* Novel computational methodologies, algorithms, and
statistical approaches

* Al and machine learning applications in genomics,
bioinformatics, biotechnology, and health

* Data integration and multimodal analytics, including
genomics, transcriptomics, proteomics, imaging, and
clinical data

* Demonstrated real-world applications in translational
bioinformatics, including clinical, public health, and
biotechnological use cases

* Scalable technologies and platforms enabling reprodu-
cible and open science

By emphasizing both methodological rigor and impactful
applications, JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotechnology seeks
to serve as a bridge between innovation and implementation
of computational methods, supporting data-driven research
that advances science while contributing to improved health
outcomes.

Looking Ahead

This partnership between JMIR Bioinformatics and Biotech-
nology and MCBIOS is not only a recognition of shared
values but also an investment in the future of bioinformat-
ics and biotechnology research. As the pace of innovation
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accelerates, there is a growing need for journals that
can thoughtfully integrate advances in bioinformatics, data
science, Al, and biotechnology within a health-focused, open
access framework. We look forward to working with the
MCBIOS community to shape this next chapter through
collaborative theme issues, high-quality submissions, and
ongoing dialogue about the evolving role of bioinformatics
and biotechnology in transforming health.

Tan & Gamsiz Uzun

We warmly invite MCBIOS members and the wider
research community to submit their work to JMIR Bioinfor-
matics and Biotechnology [2] and to join us in advancing
research that bridges bioinformatics, data, Al, and innovation
for real-world health impact.
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